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prove omnipotence more fully by the super-
natural production of plants and animals from
hour to hour ? Are we to say that the Creator
could form individuals in this way, but not
species? This would assign a limit to His
power, instead of magnifying it. To say that
it was not possible is suicidal in a Theist. But
if possible, what end is served by the special
creation of species, that would not be better
served by that of individuals ? To what pur-
pose could be the supposed signs of divine
power, when there were no beings to contem-
plate them ? Either we must say that species
could not be formed like individuals, which
denies omnipotence, or else there would have
been superfluous exercises of power, to no
reasonable end.

Here the first reply is very simple. This
special creation, at a certain period, of plants
and animals after their kind, is not received by
Christians from their a priori reasonings alone.
They put faith in a divine testimony. They
hold this to be clearly taught in a message
which, on external and internal evidence, they
accept as sent from the Living God. They
make no compact with their Maker, that they
will believe nothing He tells them that
He has done, unless He first explains to their